MEN OF POWER
supremacy upon the seas. He made treaties of peaceful
trade with Sweden and Denmark. He formed an
alliance with France against Spain, partly for economic
advantage and partly to defeat Catholicism in its strong-
hold. He then captured Spain's treasure ships and
wrested from her the Island of Jamaica in the West
Indies. He sent the great Admiral Blake with a fleet
into the Mediterranean to destroy nests of pirates and
liberate their English prisoners. More important than
all these, he increased and extended the colonies, dealing
with them so considerately that to him more than to
any other ruler belongs the credit of integrating them
as Britian's overseas empire. "Cromwell's greatness at
home," wrote Clarendon, "was a mere shadow of his
greatness abroad/* Yes, but let it be said again that
he united and expanded England not for her glory,
nor for his own ambition, but for God's service.
His Death. Five years of such labors and he was
worn out in body and in spirit. At fifty-eight he was an
old man. Domestic griefs had added to the hardships
of his campaigns. One son had been killed in battle,
and his favorite daughter had died after a lingering and
painful illness. In spite of his victories, a sense of fail-
ure overwhelmed him, for he realized that his dictator-
ship rested upon the power of his sword rather than
upon the affections or the confidence of his people,
His last years were lived in fear of assassination
against which he protected himself with a bodyguard,
wore armor underneath his garments, and slept in a
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